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100; rests well at night; convalescence is becoming established. Con- 
tinned treatment. 

26 th. Improving; tongue has cleaned. Poise 85, foil; bowels have not 
acted for three days. Ordered oil ricini sj, to be taken at once and re¬ 
peated if necessary. Continued stimulants and tonics. 

29//*. Is much better, bowels acted twice from the oil. Poise 75; appe¬ 
tite better; is gaining strength, but cannot sit up yet. 

March 5. Is gaining strength fast; can sit np an hour at a time. 
Ordered quinia gr. ij, whiskey 50» three times a day. 

April 1. Well and able to attend her household duties. 

Treatment of Fractures by Extension by Means of Weights and Pulleys. 
—Several surgeons have of late laid claims to having devised this method, 
which, however, seems to be as old as Hildnnus, who describes ( Opera , 
p. 47) an apparatus for that purpose. It is but justice to our former 
contributor, Dr. William C. Daniell, then of Savannah, Geo., to call 
attention to the fact that he employed it half a century ago; so that he 
has precedence of all modern claimants. In a paper in this Journal 
(vo!. iv. p. 330) he relates two cases successfully treated by him by this 
method, one in 1819, the other in 1824, and figures the apparatus which 
lie devised. We have reason to believe that Dr. D. never saw Ilildunus’ 
work, and that the method was the offspring of his own ingenuity.—E d. 

Gunshot Wound Healed by the First Intention. By W.M. M. FlNDLEY, 
M. D., of Altoona, Pa. 

Having noticed in the British and Foreign Medico- Chirurgical Review 
for April last, page 512, an account by Prof. Simon of the healing of 
penetrating wounds (gunshot) by the first intention, it has appeared to 
me that the following case of gunshot wound involving both bone tissue 
and soft parts, which was followed by the same result, may be worth 
recording:— 

Mr. A. K., German, middle aged, good health, in handling a small 
pocket pistol, which he did not know was louded, accidentally discharged 
one barrel, the ball, called by sportsmen a double B, passed directly 
through from the palmar to the dorsal surface of the proximal phalanx of 
the little finger on the right band, lodging somewhere in the room. The 
wound was compound and comminuted, both; the phalanx being broken 
off and each fragment split up some distance ; very little hemorrhage; no 
vessel of any importance was wounded. Saw it immediately, and ordered 
warm water dressings, which were kept constantly applied for some ten days. 
It progressed favourably, and the external wound cicatrized, and during 
the entire time neither myself nor the gentleman saw one drop of pus or 
any discharge, except a little blood the first day or two. This occurred 
in April last, and at the present writing the finger is “ as good as ever,” he 
says, except that it is about one-third thicker than the corresponding one, 
but the excessive callus is being rapidly absorbed. The joint between 
the first and second phalanges is somewhat stiffened. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Placenta Prccvia .—The American Journal of Obstetrics tor May last con¬ 
tains an account, by Prof. T. G. Thomas, of eight cases of this accident, which, 
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according to Sir .Tames Simpson, causes a mortality of one-third of the mothers 
and over one-half of the children. 

The reasons of this great mortality Prof. Thomas believes to be 

“1st The dilatation of the cervix for the passage or the child unavoidably 
exposes both mother and infant to great danger from placental detachment anil 
hemorrhage. 

“2d. Repeated hemorrhages occurring during the ninth month, as the os in¬ 
ternum dilates under the influence of painless uterine contractions, which then 
occur, the woman at the time of labour is usually exsanguinated, exhausted, 
and depressed both physically and mentally. 

“ 3d- Profuse flooding generally occurring with the commencement oflabour, 
the medical attendant is often not at hand, and reaches his patient only after a 
serious loss of blood has occurred. 

“The dangers attendant upon the condition develop themselves most markedly 
in the firet stage of labour, and death not infrequently occurs before the os ex¬ 
ternum is dilated to a size not greater than a Spanish dollar. At this time 
surgical interference, if resorted to to accomplish delivery, often destroys the 
lives which it is intended to save. The hand forced too soon through a rigid 03 
will orten rupture its walls, while a delay without the adoption of the means 
capable of controlling hemorrhage will necessarily favour the occurrence of a 
fatal result. 

“On the other hand, should full dilatation of the os have taken place, and the 
patient be exhausted from sanguineous loss, the practice of rapid artificial de¬ 
livery will not rarely be followed by fatal prostration.” 

Prof. T. is convinced that when it becomes the recognized practice to resort 
to premature delivery as a prophylatic measure in these cases that the mortality 
will be diminished. “ Bv resorting to this measure,” he says, “ we should be 
dealing with a woman who is not exhausted by repeated hemorrhages ; the ob¬ 
stetrician would be in attendance at the commencement of the labour; and he 
would be able by hydrostatic pressure to control flooding, while the same pres¬ 
sure accomplished rapidly and certainly the first stage of labour. 

“ When this step has not been deemed advisable, or from any cause labour has 
absolutely set in complicated by unavoidable hemorrhage, there are two plans 
by which we may endeavour to save the lives of mother and child. 

“ 1st. We may alter the state of affairs at the cervix so that dilatation may 
occur without hemorrhage. 

“ 2d. Wc may hasten the delivery of the child so as to render a gradual dilata¬ 
tion of the cervix unnecessary. 

“ The means at our command for accomplishing these indications may thus 
be tabulated and presented at a glance:— 

u Means for preventing Hemorrhage while the Os dilates.— 1. Distension of 
cervix by bags of water; 2. Evacuation of liquor arnnii; 3. Partial detach¬ 
ment of placenta; 4. Complete detachment of placenta; 5. The tampon orcol- 
peurvnter. 

" Means for hastening Delivery of Child.—1. Ergot; 2. Version; 3. Forceps; 
4. Craniotomy.” 

Acupressure and its Effects.— Dr. Hutchinson presented to the New York 
Pathological Society, January 22.18G8, some specimens illustrating the effects 
of acupressure on the arteries orsheep, dogs, and men, and remarked that “these 
specimens, in company with those presented at a previous meeting, comprise my 
experience with acupressure. It has been employed in twenty-eight arteries in man 
and five or six in the lower animals. Among other operations in which it was em¬ 
ployed were, two amputations of the lc" one at knee-joint and one of foot, and 
one of wonnd in the radial artery—which latter, by the way, illustrated the value 
of acupressure in a striking manner. The patient had suffered from an extensive 
lacerated wound in the lower part of the forearm and hand, and. several days 
after, sloughing took place followed by hemorrhage from the radial artery. The 
bleeding was very profuse, so mnch so that the patient lost a pint and a half of 
blood in a very few minutes. The artery was exposed in the midst of sloughing 
tissue. The tourniquet had been applied and also the persulphate of iron; these 
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were, however, removed and acupressure needles slipped under the artery above 
and below, with the effect of arresting the hemorrhage in an instant. The needles 
were removed at the end of twenty-two hours. The following day the patient 
had hemorrhage from the superticialis volte from the same cause. The blood 
oozed out very freely, and a considerable quantity was lost before the house- 
surgeon could arrive to arrest it. This Dr. Kid ridge did by the method of acu¬ 
pressure with a very satisfactory result. This latter needle was removed at the 
end of twenty-seven hours. These two cases illustrate very strongly the value 
or acupressure in certain cases. I believe that if a ligature had been applied 
premature sloughing might have resulted, with its attendant hemorrhage. In 
either case, in order to prevent this occurrence, it would have been necessary to 
have applied a ligature in sound tissue above nnd below the wound, to have 
made a very long, tedious, and unsatisfactory dissection, with the result, as be¬ 
fore stated, of having secondary hemorrhage afterwards. 

“The value of acupressure is. of course, not fully known. Yet it has been 
demonstrated that we can by these means certainly arrest hemorrhage, l am 
disposed to think that secondary hemorrhage is less apt to occur after it than 
after ligature. It is very well known that secondary hemorrhage, from some 
peculiaritv of the constitution, does not form a firm enough clot before the liga¬ 
ture separates. Then, again, it occurs as the result of ulcerations of the arteries 
prematurely and from sloughing, which not infrequently extends beyond the seat 
of the plug. By means of acupressure we simply compress the coats of the ar¬ 
tery together; no violence is used, the coats are not disturbed at all, and there 
is un that account less liability to secondary hemorrhage.”— The Medical lie- 
cord, May 1,18G8. 

Pathology and Treatment of Croup.— Dr. A. Jacom, in an elaborate article 
lAmerican Journal of Obstetrics, May, 18G8). states that he has performed 
tracheotomy for croup on 67 children, of which 13 recovered. 38 of these were 
on boys, of whom 8 recovered; and 29 on girls, of whom 5 recovered; giving a 
percentage of recoveries or 191 per cent. This mortality appears, he says, more 
unfavourable than it really is,'as five of the operations were made on individuals 
who were either dead or dying, nnd in whom the indication for an operation had 
passed by. Deducing these, the recoveries would be 13 out of G2 operations, or 
21 per cent, , „ 

Of Dr. J.’s patients. “ one was of the age of 1 year 1 month; one. 1 year .■> 
months; one, 1 year 7 months; one, l year 10 months; five, 2 to 21 yearsj 
nine. 21 to 3 years; sixteen. 3 to 4 years; twenty-three, 4 to a years; seven, a 
to G years; two, 7 to 8 years; and one 10 years. 

“ Recoveries took place:— 

1 at the age of 21 to 3 years, 1 out of 5 operations, = 20 per cent. 

.. ° „ i 4* i e. *4 —in 



“The after-treatment in some of these cases was protracted, and therefore 
the tube had to remain in some a pretty long time. It was removed in two 
cases on the 17th day, one on the 18th, one on the 20tli, one on the Lilli, one on 
the 29th. one on the*30th, two on the 35th, one on the 42d, one on the 44th, 
one on the 4Gth. and one on the 54th day. 

“ The cause of the long duration of the after-treatment was in four cases or a pe¬ 
culiar nature. It was round that in the second week after operation, the larynx 
bavin" expelled the macerated membranes, would resume its functions, and ilie 
patient breathe normally through the tube and its upper fenestra, and the larynx, 
the anterior opening of the tube having been closed by a cork. But the remo\al 
of the tube from the trachea gave rise to instantaneous attacks of dyspnoea and 
suffocation, which were instantly removed again by the replacing of the tube. 
This occurrence would take place so regularly, that the patients would not admit 
the removal of the tube afterward. The cause of this Btrauge and unsatisfactory 
occurrence, was found to be the presence or polypoid excrescences, sometimes 
numerous, of the size of a pin’s head to that of a pea and more, originating on 
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the margin of the tracheal wound, in one case on the lower portion of the sore 
larynx itself. It required a great many applications of nitrate or silver, or snb- 
sulpliatc of iron, to destroy them ; their disappearance would instantly relieve 
the symptoms and allow of the final removal of the tube from the trachea." 

Spontaneous Subsidence of an Ovarian Tumour.—Dr. Sajiuel Mitchell of 
Cameron Mills. New York, records (iVcie Turk Med. Joum., May, 18G8) a very 
remarkable case under this caption. The subject or it was about forty years of 
age, with a tumour occupying nearly the whole abdominal cavity: mnltilocular 
sine! unusually hard. A\ hen first observed, about two years before, it was about 
the size of an egg. and situated in the re-ion of the right ovarv. There was 
“ nd b,ul been b, . lt htt J e P a,n or tenderness; general health but little impaired. 
IJr. M. diagnosticated an ovarian tumour, and in December, 1858 Dr P II 
Hamilton saw her in consultation, with the view or performing ovariotomy! 

* Alter a careful examination of the case, in view of the comparatively comfort¬ 
able state of health of the patient, the inestimable value that a few years of life 
would be in rearing her family of little girls, and the great risk necessarily 
attending the operation, he decided not to operate. I have seen her occasion¬ 
ally since that time. There was a steady increase in size in the tumour until 
wit hin the last two yeats. It got to be very burdensome from its great size and 
wteglit. I he only way she could keep about was by wearing a strong bandage 
with shoulder-straps. She continued to have fair health, has never been tanned 
or taken any medicine for it. A few weeks since I met her in the street, not 
having seen her for nearly two years. She was so much diminished in size I 
was quite uncertain about her identity. I learned upon inquiry or her that she 
had ceased to menstruate within two years, since which the tumour had steadily 
decreased m size, and was now about the size of a small child’s head, quite hard, 
and rather firmly fixed. She has no pain, and says she is well, and is doin- her 
own housework. She added. ‘Tell Dr. Hamilton 1 have lived to raise up my girh 
and to see them hanpily married and settled in lire, and I am feeling better "than 
when he so mercifully spared me the operation.”’ 

Dislocation of the Hip-joint reduced by moling the Femur a Lever acting 
up-jii a Fulcrum placed in the Groin.— Dr. (Jko. Sutton, or Aurora. Ind., relates 
( ll eslern Joum. Med. and Surg.. Sept. 1868) a ease of this in a strong healthy 
boy, eight years of age, whose clothes being caught in some machinerv, lie was 
thrown over with great violence. On examination. Dr. S. at once detected dis¬ 
location at the right hip-joint The limb was shortened, toes inverted, and the 
head of the femur could be distinctly felt resting high on the dorsum or the ilium. 
Dr. S. at once attempted reduction by Reed’s plan, but not succecdin- immedi- 
atelv in getting the bone over the rim of the acetabulum, he placed a roll of 
clo h of the proper size in the groin, partly resting against the anterior portion 
of the ilium. “ I his was held firmly in its proper place, while the limb was 
gently flexed upon the abdomen over the support which acted as a fulcrum- 
this raised the head of the femur and prevented it from rolling from the desired 
position, and by gently moving the limb outwards, and at the same time raisin- 
the leg. when 1 had it in the desired position, I had the pleasure to hear the 
bone glide into the socket with the noise usually heard at the time when dislo¬ 
cations of the femur are reduced. All motion of the joint was now free and un¬ 
attended with pain, nnd the boy declared that he was well. The usual after 
treatment was resorted to, and in five weeks he had entirely recovered and was 
walking without the least lameness." 

Strangulated Hernia operated on without opening the Sac.— Dr. Erskine Ma¬ 
son relates {The Medical Record , Aug. 1,1868) five cases of this for the pur- 
posc or showmg the readiness, even in small, as weU as in large hernia, with 
which the operation of not opening the sac can be performed, as well as its 
giving promise or Tar better success, than when the sac has been opened, the -ut 
exposed to the air, and subjected to handling. “ So seldom," he remarks, °do 
we find the stricture to be contained inside the sac, and so rarely does real ne¬ 
cessity occur for the opening of its peritoneal covering, that I think we can 
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rarely be justified in choosing any other operation than the one advocated in this 
paper. It has been contended by some, that this operation might lead to the 
reduction of the gut. when in a gangrenous condition. This objection, it appears 
to me, might be used with equal justice against the employment of any means 
to effect reduction short of a cutting operation. Should the contents of the sac 
be such as to forbid their reduction, this could be determined both by the eve 
and by the sense of smell, in the majority of case3, without wounding the sac. 
If not, then it would lie time enough to resort to the old method of operation. 

•* In one case we were tempted to resort to this practice from the dark ap¬ 
pearance of the intestine, and portions of the sac, hut warm applications by 
means of sponges wrung out in hot water proved sufficient, after the stricture 
was divided, to restore the parts to their normal appearance. The majority of 
deaths occurring after the operation for strangulated hernia, are due to peri¬ 
tonitis, and this certainly seems far more likely to follow after the sac, which is 
so often iuflamed. is wounded, and the intestines and omentum subjected to 
digital manipulation, than where these are carefully protected from such ex¬ 
citing causes. Again, should any vessels, as the epigastric or obturator, become 
wounded, the risk of hemorrhage taking place into the peritoneal cavity is 
avoided; and the patient’s chances for recovery thus increased. Looking at 
these facts, and, as we shall show from statistics, the very favourable results of 
this operation, it seems surprising that surgeons should ever think of practising 
any other, when the case would at all admit of it. This operation is the one I 
believe now advocated by English surgeons, but as yet not so much practised in 
this country.” 

The Climate of Aiken, S. C.—Dr. W. F. Percival has published [Med. 
Record, July 1,I8f>8) some observations on this. Aiken, he says, is "in Barnwell 
District, S. C., 120 miles from Charleston, and sixteen miles from Augusta, Geo. 
It is situated at the western end of an elevated table land, containing an area of 
about twenty square miles. Its elevation is COO feet above tide water, and -100 
feet above the Savannah River at Augusta. The soil is sandy, with a substratum 
of siliceous red clay. This soil is exceedingly porous, no water being found sit 
u less distance than from 80 to 125 feet. The water obtained from this depth is 
clear, with a temperature about 60° Fahr., slightly impregnated with iron, not 
enough, however, to affect its sensible properties. 

“ The drainage of this table land is effected through creeks, located from four 
to six miles at the nearest point, and with a depression of from 150 to 300 feet 
below the level of Aiken. It is surrounded for many miles with a growth of 
long-leaf pine and dwarf oak. From its great elevation and distance from water¬ 
courses. it is exempted from all malarial diseases, endemics arc unknown, and 
epidemics exceedingly rare; when the}’ do occur the type is very mild. The 
mean temperature of the winter months is44 3 ; that of the summer months 77°; 
the annual mean about 52° Fahr. 

“ The prevailing winds are from the south and southwest. 

“ As tnc hygronietric condition of the atmosphere is of material importance, 
I regret that 1 can give no observations by means of instruments, and must rely 
on comparative means as illustrative of dryness of atmosphere. Steel instru¬ 
ments do not rust when exposed, mur. soda. nit. potas., sulph. mag., etc., absorb 
but little moisture, and do not sensibly change, even when exposed for months. 
Facility of access and the avoidance of a long and tedious journey, are of great 
importance in the case of invalids. 

*• Aiken is within forty-seven hours’ travel by railroad of New York, the South 
Carolina Railroad passing through the centre of the town. There are daily 
mails and telegraphic communication with all parts of the Union ; and the com¬ 
forts aud luxuries of the large cities are readily obtained. Tuberculosis being 
the result or symptom of lowered vitality, and a depressed state of nervous 
power, and from the fact that a warm, moist atmosphere conduces to the soften¬ 
ing of tuberculous deposits, and the supplementary action of the skin, which is 
always greatest in dry, elevated localities, and always least in moist climates, 
it seems useless to dwell upon the necessity of an elevated, moderately cold and 
dry locality, for the climatic treatment of tuberculosis. I will here give a state- 
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ni<-nt of the meteorological condition of places to which invalids are usually 
sent:— 

“St. Augustine, Florida: elevation about 20 feet, situated on the shores of 
St. Augustine Buy. "Winter mean. 58°; summer mean, 80°. 

“Pilutka, on the St. John’s River: elevation, 25 feet. Winter mean, 57°; 
summer mean, 80°. 

“Jacksonville, on the St. John’s River. Winter mean, 58°; summer mean, 82°. 

“St. Paul’s, Minnesota. Winter mean, 19-; summer mean. G8^. 

“A comparison of the meteorological status and accessibility of Aiken, with 
the warm, moist climate of Florida, and the dry, but exceedingly cold climate 
of Minnesota, will, 1 think, recommend it to the attention of the medical pro¬ 
fession." 

The above statement, so far as it goes, is very favourable, but there are other 
points ever more important to invalids than mere climate, in regard to which in¬ 
formation is desirable. 

The chief advantage of a mild climate for consumptives, is that it enables 
them to live much in the open air, and to take exercise in walking, riding, or 
driving. AYc could wish to be informed whether the walks and drives in the 
neighbourhood are good and diversified, and whether horses and carriages are 
readily to be procured. 

Good lodgings arc essential. Cnn invalids obtain such in private families 
where they can enjoy some of the comforts of home and cheerful society; or 
must they be crowded into a large hotel, where the incessant coughing of 
others at night prevents sleep, and the constunt association with fellow sufferers 
has a tendency to depress the spirits and beget despondency, the worst in¬ 
fluence to which the consumptive invalid can be subjected? If the consump¬ 
tives caunot in addition to a mild climate obtain suitable food, opportunities for 
out-door exercise, and be exempted from the baneful influences just hinted at, 
they had much better remain at home. To obtain a single advantage they may 
subject themselves to many counterbalancing evils. 

Carbolic Acid in the Treatment of Conjunctivitis. —Dr. E. L. ITolsiks states 
{Chicago Medical Examiner) that he has been induced to try the carbolic acid 
in diseases or the conjunctiva, and he says that he has “ found in about a dozen 
cases, at the infirmary, both of acute and, especially, of chronic inflammation, 
that the patients made a good recovery under its use. 

“It is doubtful whether it possesses an} - advantage over the ordinary astrin¬ 
gents, and yet it may be a desirable agent in cases where the usual applications 
fail. In two cases of purulent conjunctivitis, its use between the applications 
of nitrate of silver, after the latter had been tried two days, seemed to rapidly 
overcome the excessive discharge of pus. Possibly, its autiseptic properties 
may aid in destroying any specific poison that may exist. 

“ When applied, in a saturated solution, to the conjunctiva, as also to the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, it produces an intense burning pain, which 
almost invariably subsides in a few moments. It produces a thin, white pellicle 
on the surface where it is applied, which is soon cast off, leaving scarcely any 
irritation.” 

PumpJcin-sccds for Tapcicorms .—The efficacy of pumpkin-seeds in removing 
tapeworms is not as generally recognized us it should be. Dr. D. B. Hoffman 
relates [Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, Aug. 18C8) a case in which an 
entire tapeworm, over six reet long, was discharged after the patient had taken 
a dose of pumpkin-seeds followed by castor oil with the oil of turpentine. 

"Liquid Oxgsulphatc of Iron .—Dr. J. R. Bi^ack extols ( Cincinnati Lancet 
and Observer, March. 18G8) the following preparation, the formula for which 
was handed to him five years ago. by an old physician of Tennessee, li.—Ferri 
sulph. 5 ij; acid, nitric. 1'oiij; aq. destill, f^iss. Rub the sulphate with the acid; 
slowly in a mortar, gradually add the water after the sulphate is all dissolved, and 
filter through paper. Dose, from six to twelve drops in water or quassia in¬ 
fusion or syrup. Dr. B. says that this is the most palatable of all the ferru¬ 
ginous picpanitions.” 



